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Moore Mayor, 


ovis nono die Februarii 168+. Annog; 


 Rigis Carol, Secund. Angl, &c. 34* 


Pon the motion of Sir John Lawrence 
Knight and Alderman, This Court 
doch defire Mr. Lambe to Print his 

Sermon Preached at the Gzild-hall Chapel on 

Sunday Mornin 'S laſt before the Lord-Mayor, 
and Aldermen of this City. 

: 


WAGSTAFFE.. 


JMI 


T O 
Fhe Right Honourable 
t mo 
S' Tohn Moore,K' 
LORD MAY OR;- 
And to the Right Worlbipfull 
Sir fOHN: LAWRENCE, 
Knight and Alderman, 
os AR Ea 
T6 the reſt of the Right Worſhipfull 
'___ Aldermen of the Ciry of * 

LONDON. 

My Loxp, | _— 

N the ollowing Sermon, Preached before Tour - 
Lordſhip, & have- conſidered the Condition of © 
man under ſome. of the Principal circumflan- 

ces:.of this. preſent life, and have endeavoured - 


from thence to State the Notion of his Happineſs: 


to Prove the Poſſibility of Attaining it ; and to 
"OBA | A 2 direft- 


*-Wx, 


dire to the means and Methods by which it 
may be acquired. This indeed is an Argument of 
the Greateſi Weight, of general Concernment, 
hard to fe! explaintd and , frequently miſtaken. 
Bug. cgming after ſo many great Philoſophers and 
Learned men of. all Ages, who have conſidered 
this Subjet, and tranſmitted their thoughts up- 
on it, I cannot reaſonably hope, to have added 
any, thing 1bay was nt fabſerved beſorg, *or 11- 
luftrated any thing that was obſcure. Tet in 
Obedience to Tour Lordſhip's Order, and in hope 
that the 'confaderation:; ef 0 COMMON, * #5. well 
as our bes) good, & St the I. of our 
Religion will beſtow upon. us, may ſomewhat con- 
duce to — the diſtraftions, and allay the 
animoſities which Patticular reſpefts, Private 
intereſts \ and partzesiof) Religion) have: raifed ,2- 
mong us ; ' therefore, under Your Lordſhip's Pa- 
tronage, I have Preſumied to make my Sermon 


TOM 0 1 
My LORD, 
Tow Lordſbip's 
h Moft Hunble and E 1 


J. Lambe. 


UMI 


PsALM cx1x. 165. 


Great -peace bave they that love thy 


Law. 


TE judge of the Exccllency.ob 
beings by the Pertettion of 
their forms; the . Freedom 
”=— of. their, motions; and the 
undiſturb'd exerciſe of ther: proper Powers. 
In propottion therefore the Happineſs' of 
a rcaſonable creature is meaſured by the 
Libercy of his Mind; che equal Government 
of his Soul,.. the Authority, of his Reaſon, 
the proper uſe, but duc fubjxcton of: his 
inferior Faculties. And whereſacver this 
order 15 mterrupted, : whereſocver : paſſion ns, 
and felf-will, ; Uſurp ; the Dominion of {$9. 


: | : {wy 1 par 

our underſtanding ; there muſt be Sick- 7:99 
. . a" . gay % _ 

neſs, Strife, Diſtraction, and all the violent «ous» 6 


pl PAL ArTtia. 


cfiets of Ecccentrick motions and inteſtine in +1i8. 
Warrs. x 


B But 
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But this is the miſerable State of the 
generality of men ! Inferiour objects, 
grateful to ſenſe, continually prefent, and 
calily enjoyed, Subdue our attections, with- 
draw our obedience; undermine the Go- 
vernment of reaſon, and ſubject us to the 
Tyranny of boundleſs 'will and paſſion. 

jam 1-8. And thus we arc inſlayed to ſenſe, moved 

Pro. 24:8. by inconſtant Principles, govern'd by vi- 
olence and contradictions, acted . by furi- 
ous uncertain imaginations of our fancy. 
Our-- Nature is forced, our conſtitution 
corrupted, the mind reſtleſs, the heart faint, 
from the Sole of the foot to the Crown of the 
head, there is no ſound part in us. 

Would we therefore be healed of theſe 
infrmitics ? would we be reſtored to our 
Original- health, ſerenity and caſe? Would 
we be delivered from the power of paſſion, 
and all the vexations which ariſe from a 
tooliſh extemporary way of life > We muſt 
then return to our Duty and Allegiance, 
reſtrain this Brutiſh liberty, conform to 
rules of Government, and finally reſolve 
our will into thofe Laws and hmits which 
Infinite Wifedom and Goodneſs have pre- 
ſcribed. Then ſhall our broken bones be 
healed, then every part ſhall be re-inftared 


IN 


LIMI 


C3) 
in 1ts proper place, our lives ſhall be ſted- 


dy, our motions orderly, our defires regu- 
lar, our ends conſonant, our wilk obedi- 
ent, and our whole ſelves throughly cheer- 
ful and contented ; according to the ex- 
perience of the Plalmiſt in this Patherick 
declaration of my text, Great peace have 
they that Love thy Law. 


In the handling of theſe words I ſhall 
breifly conſider theſe Four things ; 

Firfl, what is meant by the Law of God, 
and when a man may be ſaid to love it. 

Secondly, what we are to underfland by 
Peace, which the Pſalmiſt joyns with the love 
of the Law of God, as an inſeparable adjun## 
or efſef _ 
Thirdly, T ſhall illuflrate the truth of the 
Aſſertion, and conſider the various Efficacies 
and Operations of the love of the Law of God, 
to the produflion of joy and peace. 

Fourthly, TI ſhall (how you the full and 
perfet Agreement of this Peace thus flowing 
from the love of the Law of God, to the 
Charafter of my text, Great Peace, Gcc. 
And Lafily, make Application of the 


whole 


B 2 ll 
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I I begin with the firſt of theſe, namely to 
conſider mhat is meant by the Law of, God, qud 
when a mai may be ſaid to love it. 


Though the Law in Scripture, ſome- 
reacs -fignifies the particular cxconomy of 
the Jews ; ſometimes but a part of the 
Moſaick inſtitution ; Yet here in m 
Text it muſt be underſtood mn the Largetit 
ſenſe, of all-the.various Manifeſtations of 
the will - of God, as- well in the ſecret un- 
preſſhons of our duty upan minds, as in 
thofe - more ſcnſible revelations ( fofar as 
their reaſons. were general, and their oblt- 
$#4i9hs Moral ) to-thePatriaxchs, to. Moſes, 
and the Prophets of old, and at laſt, b 
his. Fon: our- Saviour. And that becauſc 
pas ne \eſricvon) the Text, no 

Acmeht -of 'i -t6\, any particular? part 
of the Law, which then had been ED 
aecciiry torcignderſtanding and/practice 
of the Prapolimn.'- But .chictly :becaulc 


the necellity of the matter it. ſelf requazes 
it, foraſmuch: as an Habitxal peace could 
never be ſaid. to'flow txom ge. lovg. of a 
part, where our Obligations arc alike to 
the whole Law. 


Now 


UMI 
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Now to love the Law of God, if we 
comprehend it in a Word, is fo to diſ- 
cern the Worth, the Beauty and Pertecti- 
on of it, as to preter it, to chuſe it, and 
govern our lives according to it. 

For a quick and lively ſenſe of Excellencics 
in an object, or of Particular Kindneſs and 
beneficence to our ſelves, arc the Neceſſary 
and Only Cauſes and Principles of Love, 
which ſhows it ſelf in Admiration, Pleaſure, 
and impatient defire of the moſt intimate 
and compleat Enjoyment. 

Now the Excellencics of a Law arethe 
Authorty of its Author, the Wiſedom, 
Benefit, Equity, Compatiion and Impar- 
trality of the Law i. ſelf. Whercſoeyer 
therefore we diſcern theſe Lovely qualities 
( glorious in themſelves, and *. the higheſt 
pertections of a Law, ) our Judgment of 
Neceffaty will approve it, our Aﬀettions will 
be raniſhed, our Souls will deſire to be 
Confarmed and Unicd to 1t, to be caſt 
into the. fame mold, to be Tinctured with 
thefame Pertetions, 70 doe, and to be what 
the Law requircs, as the moſ perfe, the 
moſt exqzifite, nay. the ozly way of enjoy- 
ing the goodreſſe and Excellencies of it. ; 

Three 
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Three things therefore are Eflentaally 
neceſlary to the Love of the Law of God. 
Firſt, a diſtinct and accurate knowledge 
of the Law it felt in its Precepts and 
Truths, Encouragements and Threatnings. 
Row. 9. uz, Secondly, a finccre and full conſent to 
$6-13. 14. (NE LAW that It is holy, juſt and good. 
Ephe-3-17- Thirdly, an ingenuous cntire Deyoting 
ile. 3. . 
Plal.119.40 Of our ſclves to bc _— by it, as the 
$4, 97+ . c 
end or termination of our knowledge and 
eſteem in the moſt ſolid and compleac 


Fruition. 


II. Ard fo T proceed in' the Second place, to 
conſider what we are to underfland by Peace, 
which the Pſalmiſi joyns with the Love of 
the Law of God, as the inſeparable adjun& or 
effet thereof. | 


cnes The word ej 1s a comprehenſive 
15am. 25. term, and fignifics all proſperity in the He- 
5% brew Stile. Peace bc unto you was the 
Salutation of the Fews, And, lect your Peace 

be upon the Houſe, was the General form 

mar, 10.19. Of Benediction which our Saviour pre- 
{cribed to his Diſciples. Inſtances are ma- 

ny, but unneccſlary to be produced, be- 

cauſe the word 1s eyer uſed in thiscom- 
prehenſive 


Cy 1 


prehenſive Senſe, where the context doth 
not evidently determine it to ſome parti- 
culars ; as in that of the As, c. g. v.31. 
The Churches «x» delwlw. had Peace through- 
out all Fudea, which muſt be interpreted of - 
reſt and eaſe, becauſe it immediately fol- 
lows the account of their perſecution. So 
that of St. Paul to the Romans C. 14. v. 19. 
Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for Peace, 1s interpreted of Love and 
Unity, becauſe it concludes a ſeyere Re- 
proof of their uncharitable Feuds and Ani- 
moſities concerning meats and days. But 
whereſoever the word 1s uſed Indefinitely, 
asin my Text, there, without any excepti- 
on, it ſignifies all Felicity, Bleſſedneſs and 
Proſperity in General. | 
Whatſoevyer therefore is the Happineſs of 

a man under the. Circumſtances. of this pre- 
ſent life, that is the Peace in my. Iext, 
which is aſſured to thoſe who Love the 
Laws © -- 
And though the diffcrence of our for- 
tunes, our Relation, our Capacities, and 
deſires are great, yet our. Happineſs s. the 
very ſame. For, after the ſtricteſt ſearch 
that can be made, after all the Forms 
and Schemes of Happineſs whuch have been 
framed. 


Ench, 
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framcd and conſidered ; we are forced to 
acknowledge that it 15 not confined to any 
particular Figure or State of "things, but 
muſt be, and 1s reſolved into inward con- 
tentation, ſerenity of mind, . full ſatisfation 
in our State and Place, upon a faithful de- 
liberate judgment of our- whole affairs. For 
WC arc not capable of Abſol/zte perteftion 
here ; neither can we be happy in «tter 
Ceſſation or Inattivity ; and there remains 
but a Third which 1s right Judgment, 
prudent managery, and a wife Content. 
Perte&t Happineſs cannot be expected in 
this #xcertain World. Such a condition 
whercin all our facultics and appctites ſhall 
be filled and ſatisfyed with proper objects ; 
and all our Springs of motion always re- 
gular, without intention and remiſſion, is 
inconiiftent wath. our. Nature, and the pur- 
poſes of our being, who ſeem to-be de- 
tigned for Action, and Paſlion, for ſtrug- 
gling and difficultics, for mixtures of Good 
and Evil. 
to Meet with nothing impoſſible is only compe- 
tent to God, ſays Epiftetus. And as for a 
Stoical Apathy, or fuch a deadneſs to the 
World that we ſhall ccaſe to act in it, or 
be Afccted with theaccidenmts of it; that 


15 


10 bear nothing, to Defire nothing, © 


— 
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that isſo far froma Bleſſing that it1sunſuta- 
ble to us and Monſtrous ; and therefore 
cannot be the Happineſs of a man, or the 
Peace of my Text. For man is an ative 
creature furniſhed with organs of Reflexi- 
on, Previſion, Deſign and Enjoyment. 
But mere ceſlation is contrary to the quick- 
xeſs and: aftivity of the mind, a ſpiritlefs, 
dull and heavy ſtate ; and therefore im- 

poſhble to give us Peace or make us Happy. 
It remains then, upon the whole matrer, 
that the Peacc of my Text muſt be ſuch as 
ſhall conſiſt with the defign and order of 
Society, with our Station, our Buſineſs, our 
Capacities, and Relations in the World. And 
being thus involved in the midſt of many 
Uncertainties, croſs events, and continual 
vexations, the Pſalmiſt encourages us to 
”=_ our lives by the Law of God, from 
the moſt pregnant motive that can be oft- 
fered to the minds of men, viz. that then 
we ſhall have Peace, Acquieſcence in our 
State, Satisfation 1n our minds, cheartul 
reflexion upon our ves, pleaſant converſe 
with our own thoughts, liberty from 1m- 
aticnt deſire, from control and ſtrug- 
lings, full approbation of our proceedings, 

and content 1nall Eyents. 

C And 
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And as this is the proper happineſs of a 
man, in this Probationary lite,. ſo 1t 1s the 
certain and the utmoſt ſigmfication of the 
word Peace ; Nay, the onely kind of peace 
that naturally flows from the obſervationof 
a Law of fe, which ſuppoſes every man 
contriving his buſineſs and purſaing. his 
ends,” and Aſſiſts him with arts of manage- 
ment, in the midſt of thoſe many paſſions, 
and yarious. accidents we are ſubject tO. 

As for that Spiritual joy which: fills the 
hearts of pious men, Comgh this 18 alſo 
che certain Effet of Loving the Law of 
God, as we ſhall diſcourſe in its order : 
Yet that follows not fo much from the 
Nature of the thing, as from the promi- 
ſes of God, by whoſe ſpecial Grace it 1s 
derived unto us. 


Having thus diſcovered the nature and 
quality of that Peace which is proper and 
agreeable to our —_— State, I ſhall now 
proceed to conſider the methods of obtain- 
ing it, the ſprings and Principles from 
whence 1t flows. 

And this 1s the Nobleſt ment, that 
can pofhibly be difcuſſked, becauſe it is 
Peace that diſtinguiſhes Life from Mad- 
nels, 


- 
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nefs, it 1s this alone can make our being 
Pleaſant or Defirable ; it 1s this that ren- 
ders. our powers of Previfion and Reflexi- 
on beneficial, which without it are the cer- 
rain inſtruments of intolerable pain and 
anguiſh. 

And in this inquiry it is but rcaſona- 
ble to exſpect ſucceſs. For it is impoſſible 
to conceive that Diſcords and Contradicti- 
ons ſhould by God himſelf have been 
mingled with our Conſtitutions ; that ſome 
of our powers and faculties ſhould be de- 


figned by Him to vex and diſcompoſe the 


frame by Jarring, and ſtriking againft the 
reſt. It cannot be believed that Impe- 
tuoſity of defire, and Turbulency of paſli- 
on, which almoſt all men, of whatever 
condition are. oppre//ed with, ſhould be the 
zecef{aryreſult of our compohtton. 

There muſt be therefore methods of 
peaceable hte, and felf-cryoyment, fatable 
to. the Powers and Diſpotitons of our na- 
ture, if we 'could find them out ; There 
maſt be rules of Stecrage, arts ofDetence, 
and mcafares of prudent Conduct, m the 
midft of thoſe varieties of Aftion and Paſji- 
oz whuch dayide our Liycs. 


GI | And 
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And thefe the Plalmuiſt tells us, are con- 
tained and only to be found in the Law 
of God, who out of his Infinite. good- 
neſs and compaſſion of our weakneſs, hath 
preſcribed us rules of lite, which in the 
Love and Practice are a certain Cauſe, an 
incxhauſtible Fountain of Joy and Peace. 


Which leads me to the Third head of 
diſcourſe propoſed, namely ; 


HI. Zo Illuflrate the truth of the Aſer- 
tion that this Blefſed Peace and content of 
mind will certainly follow upon the Love and 
pratlice of the Law of God. Great Peace 
have they that Love thy Law. 


Firſt, now this inward Serenity or Peace 
of mind may either ariſe fromithe Smoorh- 
neſs, the Steddyneſs, the Agreement of owr 
Actions ; or, 

Secondly, from a prudent government of 
our ſelves, and our affairs —_ all circum- 
ftances, and in all conditions ; or, | 

Thirdly, from Internal, Spiritual commu- 
nrcations of courage, joy and comfort to the 
Soul. But the Love of the Law of God will 
both diſpoſe us for, and effeftually operate to 
the production of Peace after all theſe ſeveral 


ways, 
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ways, and according to all our Capacities of 
receiving it. And, ' | | 

Firſt, Content or peace of mind ariſes from 
the Smoothneſs, the Steddyneſs and Agree- 
ment of our Aftions. But the Law of God 
is compiled with ſo much Wiſedom, and 
with ſuch reſpe&t to Inclinations of the 
humane nature, that it guides its ſubjects, 
through all the parts and Scenes of life in 
a pou [nfo equal, ſutable procedure, 

To govern our hves by a Rule with re- 
guard to one /aft End, which ſhall run. 
through all our a&tions, cauſes Peace and. 
Acquieſcence how unwarily  ſoever "we 
have choſen, or however we may have: 
forced and contradicted our Wills, and 
live in a kind of Violence to: our Inclina- 
tions ; becauſe we have Approved andare 
Reſolved ; we are delivered from” multi- 
plicity of ends and objects, from the re- 
pugnancies of contrary defires, from the 
contradiction of divers intereſts, from the 
torment of heſitation, ſhame and - con- 
fuſion. | 

But the Peace which flows: from the 
Love of the Law of God, 1s not only the 
fatisfaftion of Order 'and Uniformity in 


our motions, - or the terminations of all 
our 


Pſam. 19 9. 
119. 142. 
Jer. 31. 33+ 


Entertainments 


therefore as our adtions are, 
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our actions 1n' the: one great' end. of 


Glorifying God, and ſaying our Souls ; 
Bur the Dunes themſelves, which the Law 
requires are the proper ations of reaſonable 


creatures, the very beſt motions of our own 


minds, the moſt exquifite Pleafures and 
our bcing. 

If therefore the conſtant obſcrvation of 
a Rule, be a certain Principle of Peace and 
Satisfaction, how much more the Obſer- 
vation of ſach 4 Rule, the commands where- 
of are the. very vital Powers and Perfetion 
of our Natures. For the Soul enjoysand 
exerciſes 1s /ife, chiefly, by the mediation 
of the body, m the way of action. Such 
ſuch is 
the Health or Sicknefs, the Strength or 
Weakneſs, the Beauty os Degeneracy . of 
the mind, '\Byt the Law of the Lord is 
Perfet ; It is written in our hearts , it js 
within our. ſelves ; directing us to. ſuch 
a governmens of our Afﬀecttions, Wills and 
Actions as me:our ſelves cannot but approve. 
For it 1s not a matter of diſpute, but we 
Know infallibly, by an exquiſite ſenſe, of the 
Tendenciesand Inchnawuons of our inward 
lite, that e@/bewiſe and juſt, ta be pure and 


holy, to waitate the lite of God, arc the 


unqueſt:- 
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unqueſtionable Excellencies of our being ; 
the habits, or Perfeftion of thoſe Diſpoſetr- 
ons which we feel in our ſelves. And the 
more we Practiſe it, the more: we-ſhall 
diſcern the kind agrecable nature of it : 
becauſe the Prejudices of contrary opini- 
ons and defires will wear away: ; the Soul 
will be more and more Awakned” into a 
ſenſe of 1s own life, and by degrees re- 
cover a beautiful habit, a ſound, yivaci- 
ous conſtitution. 

Perfect content and Peace, is therefore 
the neceſſary cffe&t of Loving the Law of 
God, becauſe the right Opinions, the true 
Reliſhes, the proper Exerciſes of the Soul 
are the. ſame which the Law it felf com- 
mands. There is a Sympathy, an affinity 
berween the Mind and Verrue. Whoſoever 
therefore are under the power of Godlike dif- 

ItIONS arc, eo #0mine, in a full Poſlelion 
of £24 Eafe and Peace. That 1s the 
Firſt. 

Secondly, Content or Peace of mind, pro- 
ceeds from a prudent Government of our ſelves 
and our affairs under all circumſtances ; from 
a Judicious proſecution of Good, from a 
dexterous eſchewing of Evil, and from- a 
ready application of reaſons or means of 
peace to our ſclycs in all Eyents. But 
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But the Law of God 1s contrived with 
{uch reſpe&t to the Happineſs of men, 
that thoſe who are under 1ts Power. and 
Conduct, are throughly inſtructed in all 
the arts of a wiſe procedure. And, 

Firſt, in the maſt Effeflual methods of Ac- 
quiring good, and Diverting evil. And, 

Secondly, in ſuch Diſpoſitions of 'mind, 
and principles of Reaſon, that. none of the 
paſſions or accidents of life, ſhall Deje& our 


mind, or Deſtroy our peace. 
X - 


Firſt, It inflrufts us in the moſt Effeual 
methods of acquiring good, and _ diverting 
evil. 7 
-- The deftrufion of moſt men..1s from 
themſelves. Exther our ends are out of 
our -reach, or ſome way or other unſuta- 
ble to us. Or if we have Choſen well, 
yet how many thouſands miſcarry in the 
Proſecution: Either we are Vain and Pre- 
ſuming, or Timerous and Dejected ; De- 
bauchcd and Negligent, or Raſh and Vi- 
olent ; Giddy and Inconſtant, or Conceited 
and Ungovernable. Our own 7emper, our 
own. pretended Wiſedom are/ the Principal 
inftruments, of our yexation and difap- 

pointment. 
But 
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' But the Law of God is a, lively and 
exat Image, of an Underſtanding infinitely 
PerfeA. Thoſe therefore whoſe minds, 
whoſe wills and actions are mformed and 
goyerned 'by it, partake in a proper ſenſe 
of the Wiſedom 'of - God himfelf};, and'arc 
moved in ſome- fort by the vigour and 
ativity of a Perfe# Mind. Hence Solomon 
repreſents ' Religion, ſpeaking © of *it* felt, 
Wiſe ' counſel is mine, and' ſound” wifedons,- 1 
have underſtgnding, I have ſtrength, Po. 11.3. 
For Vertuc da lines : J ſubjects the 
body, ſtills he-paliiont, files off the chains, 


and: removes ' the weights: which *depreſs 


and fink the foul into a ſluggiſh unattive 
State, and reſtores it to a Free and' imgenu- 
ous exerciſe (of * ts: own life poo, | 
of i, how th poo) nd. inp 
; paſhon, | power -1mp 
of the lower Spirit ;-our Apprehenſions of 
things will be diftin#' and- clear, our. FIn- 
ns, Senſe will 'be + trie* arid Quick," our 
Judgment mafterly and comprehenſive,” di- 
reaing our faculties and - inſtraments 'of 
action with: an affured Light.” In: a'word, 
whoſoever is under the: Power of the Law 
of God will improve in his knowledge, 
he will be: prudentwm the choiſe of his ends, 
D Sparing 


(18), 
arg 9h, of his: ns Mall gf chis 


vil ( a ae 1Re(c mh 
lute.1n. te as nable. in his-app 
cations, Vigorous un his Exccutions,” pie 
always  Vigorous in hs And. this bis de-: 
crees; hall be eftabli/bed, aud tha light; fbal, 
ſbine upon his ways. Job. 22. 28;: -It wauld 
be tedious to ſtate particular caſes. and ſhow 


how this: Nope of Love to the; Law--pf 


God. would» att and ſhow it ſelfin laying 


= x Th T; ſing tho inſtruments, fore- 
Fr nee and finally, compaſ- 


113 cnough that the, Lawe:1s 
IT Gob. ==: lexai} and Perfeit 
ſpofition of the Souf.”. The, ſame; theretore 
i ew 3s to Sxbo! Qerobg itto 


of. {c ; 
cxablcs EY forgpo ons 
L, of: wile ATE tand-proper, 
gs Conrenyens INES And pray x 
A izexhauſtible.Priggiple, which, (ac- 
cording'ta the Laws of production,) will In- 
form the, various, & innumerable 1I/ues of the 
nund with the tinfare or miſedomof the root. 
And ay. the Law of God cnables thoſe 
who. love it to judge of things diſtin, and 
difpoſcs them. to an cxexllent ———_ 
s 


Rn. i a i... le 6 


(ts) 
of themfclves,' which'are the GreateRt' :Ad- 
vantages itt the purfitit of Good, ard the 
Beſt Securities againſt the Power-'of evil; 
Sv alſo, .t accompliſhes t8v "nftiE {HF Tath 
PrinciplesJuch diſpofitions,and fuch #obt Opi- 
ntou of things, that none of the paſſrons or evils 
of Janens ſhall be-able to deflyoy our peace. 
* A Pilor, (as Phutarch fpeaks npon the, . 

* like occaſion ) Can neither Command the " 
* Heavens, rale the Seas, flit the Wind, nor 
* oain the Port at pleaſure ; But he'cax preſerue 
* his Veſſel by his art, he cqn flrike his, Sails, 
* weather anÞ ride oat the Stofm:” "Sotht Love 
| of the Law of God, thonghit gives usgreat 

Advantages, "above other men,” of diverging 
evil and acquiting good ; Yer'the' EfRacics 
| of it arc.not Poſurve, and Nerefſavy, bat 
Moral and Conditional.” "We Riltemiain in 
the midſt of inniimerable continpenries We 
are ſtill the Sbjedts of pe ion, and of all 
the 2arious operations: of ferond cauſes: * : 

' Religion is no Charm or Auk, * chan- 
ges not the x4tare of things, "rior forrethblind 
anconſcious 'caufes! ro” conſpire the” Ae- 
compliſhmenr of all our ends. .. Batir ſup- 
plies the Soul with ſuch Preparatives, .Prin- 
ciples and Opirtons,chat no cyent ſhall make 
too deep an imprefſionnothing ſhall DejeFt our 
mund or deſtroy our Peace. D 2 The 
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and muſery., Earneſt, violent. 
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| 'The weather - may be. black oycr: our 
heads, the. winds may Ruffel our Sails, 
the ſtorms Ss, cnn Riſe about us ;,. but the 
Stre; trumming, of the Veſel, the 
$kil + an, Rs ds and the. ready Obedience 
of the Saulers, our paſſions,will then be ſuch 
that the proudeſt waves may Break before 
us, but never. Over-Tun,or fuk, Ws, 


> Fortunaque perdat 
Oppoſs ta virtute, minas. 


Now the Princip Lf prings of diſorder and 
trouble are theſe three. 
.. Firſt, Deſire = Hope Unſatisfyed. 

©: Secondly, Fears. and Appriveſons of fur 
ture Events. 
_ Thirdly, Sudden Accidents, or rthe Sepric 
oh piejortaxs | 


El; De) re and Hope METS Y 

As XS common Infirmity of man- 
kind to be ever Deſiring and never Conten- 
ted; to- Forget. what is paſt, to be weary of 
what we Poleſe, and to fix our eyes and our 
hearts upon things before us and without us ; 


fo it isthe moſt fruitful principle of 
Dat 
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hereafter it ſhou/d be ſarisfzed, yet ſimply, int 
it ſelf, it is grievous and affliting ; Becauſe it 
is commonly attended with Claſhing of 
paſſions, with ' commotigns of Hope and 
Fear, with ſtruggling and difficulties, with. 
ſucceſſions of croſle events, with immode- 
rate anger, with envy; ambition, and the 
Perfidioufneſs of inſtruments... It frequently 
puts us upon things mot Irksom and diſagree- 
able to the Spirit of a man. How oftcn are 
men forced-to give thanks for Injuries, to. - 
court an Enemy, to ſmile of Affronts,.to In- 
treat for a debt, nay, to offer Satisfaction,; 
where they themſelves reccived the Wrong. | 
This, and a great deal more theyre forc 
to ſufferand ſubmit to according as the Na-. 
ture of their Ends, the Czality of their. -1r- 
ftruments, and the vehemence of their Dc> 
fixes may be. |. 
- -:It is hard to concave a more! miſcrable 
man than one whoſe Heart is paſſtonately . . 
fn__ a delign, which 1s. chictly ro be. 
brought to paſs, as all things are, by - the 
Aſſiſtance of others, -and the concurrence of 
ancertain cauſes ; unleſs it be Hina, who. after 
all he hath Done and Suffered can never At- 
cain his End. + Simple Defire, if it bepaſſo- 
nate is painful\ and wneaſie, - but _ | 
Unſa- 


' they fink under che Preſſures of Def 


#pif, Ench. 
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Unſatisfy'd is the perſeRion of Maral Tor- 


ment. | 
Sometimes . men vex chemſelyes with 
Shame, for ſo much ofthe ll ſucceſs as was 
owing to themſelves; Anon they reſolve 
Upon a NeW Attempt, when of a fuddcn, 


Sometimes they are diſtracted with nr 
mults of incontiſteme thoughts, with Anxi- 
ous Meditations of malice and revenge. In 


a word, it is a conflant pungent Gnawing in the 
mixd, a. SY _ po pea Mod- 


_ 
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hope, and the CET 
For it gives us a' 

of 6 Weight and: value ofall thungs. 
Efteem that creates deſire. An — Jae 
ment therefore would remove: by... far :the 
greatcr partofthe Miſerics of Humane dif 
Tagen Ts ewgwnrs; 8 T4 TaEpyrorre Gas i732. me) 
cores yuan. For it 5nd the {evident bug 
our Opruion that! gives us; [x5 

2. Agam, meme a and enlarges the 
Soul, _ redeems us from. Slavery toinkeri- 


or thingslt is the uazowaeþs of our Knowledge; 


andthe he jendcingſ of.our exdxFhat Chains "A 
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ſo firmly-to any Object. Bar Religion 

5 our affections with the Loye '6f God; 
who. is-\umply and Originally. Gooid4-and act 


quaints-us with the Excellency of our own 
nature; the;Laberty-of our will, our right of 
doniinion-over.maſt of thecreatures 5 And 
afkes us; with ithe Diſhonour of admit- 
ting our S/ave into our bed and boſom. 


Ns 3Rw, gx ox furs,” They are } operly Hier, an.Cars. 


our Goods, jour Inftrumetits, it 1s 'dro 
make them ourvay ſelves, ſays Hierocles. * 

- 3- Again. Jr-xcaches vs £67 propoſe ſach 
ends as are Modeſt in therafelves, eafily mma- 
hag |, and likely to'be Accompliſhed; and 
'usr0 them with ſuch a 7u/? 
indifſerente a5 % futable tothe Uncertainty of 
cverns.' ' He hat woild be: happy las Plutazch 
maſt not ſet #p preater fail than the Veſſel wil 
bear, wor build bis hopes but upon a ſate Foun- 
dation. For ( he goes on')' neither they that 
would: fhoot an arrow out of a Plough, Or bunt 


: T IA ) . de 
the hare with an Ox, Or catch the Hart in a _ at 


caſtingnet, are crofſed, in the failure of their 
I by wicked Angels, or malignant Spi- 
wts ; bat their il facceſs 'is owing ro their tn- 
conſiderate raſhneſs in attempting things in- 
Pofſeble. $: BY | 

4 Again; 
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4. Again, Religion ſubdues onr Pride, 
and givesus a low conceit of our own De- 
ſerts. A ftorm is leſs dangerous when the 
Sails are down. Pride is the very form and 
eſſence of Impatience, Envy and Diſcon- 
tent ; We reſolve what we deſerve, and are 
angry that all the world 'is not of our 
Opinion. 

5. Andlaſtly, It turns our cyes Within, 
and affects us with a thankful Gals of the 
Blefſmgs we do enjoy. It is Phitarch's ob- 


—_—_— ſervation Ka! 4Þ & ao nn youre xgt amp 2 


$twr <regBavale;, En m2 Dugegh xa orien Tel- 
009. Whatſoeuer good befalls ys is —t. A 
3sa drop that falls into the Ocger ; but what- 
cyer happens ll aftetsus as the overflowing 
of the Sega... But a wiſe man will make the 
beſt of what he'does enjoy, and always. ſet 
the faireſt ſide of his fortune: before his 
thoughts, that is the firſt. - | 
 _ Secondly, Vexation and trouble proceed from 
ſad and diſmal Apprehenfions of future Evils. 

And thus 1s calily diſtinguiſhed from the 
other, for Deſire and hope, fuppoſe us in a 
ſtate of want and defect, but this ina ſtate of 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment. 

Fear, if we derive it from its Original 
cauſc, 1s the off-ſpring and cfte&t of Love. 
The 


( 25.) h 
The poſſtſhon of what we Value, the high 
O_ of our Acquiſitions, and the Pleaſures 

af Enjoyment, giveus content and Satisfaction 
in our ſelves, and Unite and: Terminate our At- 
fections 1n theſe objects. 

Hence, the reflexion upon the Uncertainty of 
aur fortune, the knowledge, it may be, of 
ſome Particular cauſes, which may deſtroy our 
happineſs, Or the fad Ideas, the melancholy 
rumulctuous fancies of a Jealous mind, and a 
ſtrong: affection vex us with 'continual Fears 
of long what we ſo paſſionately Love. And 
in proportion to the Violence of our affection, 
the Strength-of our Jealouſics, the Quickneſs 
and Activity of our Paſſions; Such are the In- 
fluenccs of theſe apprehenſions upon the peace 
and plcaſure of our lives. 

But the Love of the Law of God will intercept 
the entries and avenues of Fear ; becauſe it direAs 
and governs our affeftions. 

It gives us a more Copious view of Objects, 
and ſo prevents an Ignorant Admiration. Ir 
furniſhes us with Diftinf and Perfe&t notions 
of Worth and Beauty, and fo corrects the fu- 
tility, and wantonneſs of Love. 

It affects us with a Conſtant ſenſe of the un- 
table nature of the World, and fo preſerves 
our Paſſions within our Power. For no man 
of common ſenſe will engage his affections to 

E any 
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any Object: which he knows he can nather 
Command nor fieep. | 

It inſtructsus to be content thatthe World 
ſhould fluctuate in perpetual wacertarnty. 

It teaches us to Reſign our ſelves to rhe di- 
ſpoſal of infinite Wiſedom and Goodneſs. . 

Itaſſuresus that we are always inthe beft and 
molt happy ſtare; and no man 1s afraid of tus 
beft Fortune. 

Heb. 11.32: It raiſes the Spirit, and gives us-Comrage in 

2Cor.4:1% the Confidence of Onmipotent power to Defend 
and Aſſiſt us. The Guilt of the wicked in- 
hanſes thar Fear; they know ther Dermerts, 
and are therefore in continual Dreadof Armed 

Job. n. 13. Almighty Juſtice. But if wickedneſs dwell not 
tm thy Tabernacle, thou ſhalt be ftedfaſi and not 
fear. For the eye of the Lord is upon them that 

Pial. 32. 18. fear Him, and hope in his mercy, Be of Good Cou- 

Pal. 31. +4 72ge therefore, and He ſball ſtrengthen your hearts, 

all ye that truſt in the Lord. 

Burt above all nfubmns and even unitesour 
Will to the Will of God, and fo Removes the 
Canſes, nay the very -Poſſtbilities of Fear, by 
diſpoſing our minds to chaje, arid defire what 
pleaſes God, thatis, whatſoever Happens. Nor 
eft aliud effupium neceſſitatis quam velle quod ip- 
ſa copgat. That 1sthe {ocond: - 

Thurdly, Vexation and trouble proceed from 
Sudden Accidents; from the ſurprize of Miſ- 
fortunes. Firſt, 
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1. And theſe are either leſs confiderable, the 
Occurrences of every day. 
2. Or of greater Moment fach as AfeS or 
threaten our greateft intereſts, as our Liberty, 
Health, Eftate or Life. 


And Firft of thoſe which are leſs confederable. 

The ſeveral Relations of Subjects, Children, 
Servants, Friends, Correſpondents and the 
like, are fo _ ccrtain cauſes of Paſſion and 
trouble ; Becauſe the neglefs and miſcarriages 
of perſons in the Diſcharge of ther reſpective 
duties, are a Continual Provocation. 

But how unhappy do we generally make 


our felves by an immoderate Reſentment of 


theſe trivial and common Accidents. ? By the 
exorbitancy of our paſſion, and by over ve- 
hement tranſports we puniſh our felves for the 
faults of others ; and by the Indecency of our 
actions, and the itemperanceof our _ 
by the ſhame and ſeryility which uſually follow 


fach Furious Motions, we Expoſe our ſelves to 
the Contempt of thoſe we would CorreZt. 


 ButtheLaw of Godin the Love and practice 


of it; 154 pn of Sobriery and Diſcretion, 


of Humility and Condeſcenhion, of Pity and 
Forgivencſs. It teaches us Kindnefs and Hu- 
manity, which arc apt to Subdue. the moſt 


'rupged tempers, and oblige the Hearts. and 
babes | per __ DIY 
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Aﬀectionsof men to the ſervice of one another, 
and ſo removes the occaſions of paſſion and. dif- 
pleafure. And it inſtructs us to conſider our 
own infirmities,to be moderate in our expecta- 
tions, to be Candid in our conſtructions, to 
be meck and lowly in mind, and finally if we 


- & Tran, An. are angry yetſo as not to fin. Now. as dogs, 


fays Plutarch, That are apt to ſnarle and bark. at 
every noiſe, will be taken off by the woice of thoſe 
they are uſed too ; ſo we might eaſily ſtill and allay 


. * our paſſions, if we Accuſtomed our Minds to theſe 


Meditations, and had them always ready to throw 
in as occaſion offered. 

As for thoſe ſadder accidents which affect 
or threaten us in our higheſt intereſts, as our 
Liberty, Health, Eſtate or Lite : I confeſs they 
are the fierceſt Tryalls of our Reaſon and Reh- 
gion. . Experience daily ſhows their weight and 
power. How ſuiddenly do they depreſs the Spirit, 
and. cruſh men into Diſtraction, Deſpair and 
Death. _ 

Bur a Principle. of Religion grown-up-into 
the ſtrengths. of Love- wall - enable us, - to 
preſerye the ſerenity of our mind underan 
the. moſt preſſing Calamuties of humane. lite. 
For belides;a firm dependance upon God, and 
an humble reſignation to his will ; It teaches us 
to cx{pect the Worſt before it comes, and to 
make the moſt terrible accidents Famyliar to.our 
PTSD _ © thoughts 
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thoughts. Conſtant delight Emaſculates the 
mind, but Hardſhip and 1ll weather, prepare 
us for difficulties and croſs events. 

The greartelt part of any evil is the Swprize 
of it: We promuſe our ſelves a /on Proſperity ; 
we put the evil day far from us, and ſay to our Soul, 
take thine eaſe ; Whenſoever therefore the dark 
ſide of the Tables 1s turned towards us, it is 
Strange and Terrable as a Phantaſm in the 
night ; as Horrid as a Troubled Fancy will 
repreſent it to it felt. 

But Religion inures us to. ſe/f-dexyal, and 
Exerciſes our thoughts with poverty and cxile; 
with reproach and death. 

It teaches us to ſeperate the Adventitious parts 
of the — ;\ To pull off theſe terrible 
Weeds which falſe Opinion hath drefled it up in. 
It ſoanſtructsus in the whole Doctrine of Di- 
vine Providence that we-ſhall not be atall ſur- 
prized, whenthat which isalways in, Poſſe ap- 
pears in AG. Terre arlewnor 3d mewFoty amr, Cuivis poteſt 

that would never be Miſerable muſt always — 
prepare humfelf for the worſt, and;remember 9227 rorel 
that there 15 nothing either, New, gr /Strange z 4 w* bear. 
that almoſt all eyents arc the proper effets of 
common Cauſes, agreeable ro the Nature.of 
things, the. ceconomy. of the world, and the 
Liberty of agents,andall diſpoledaccording 0 
the good will and pleaſure of a Supreme agent, 
And 


| 
| 
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And thus I have drawn together the moſt 
conſiderable Moral Aſſiſtances, which the Love 
of the Law of God will Furniſh us wathall, for 
the Acquiring good, Drverting evil, and the Pa- 
cification of our minds in all Events. 
246 But the wicked are expoſed to Mifery and 
2 55% torment for want of theſe prous arts of De- 
res. Hier,in fenCe and ſafety. They govern themelyes b 
10S Inconſtent Principles, by Droerfittes of - 
= &ir& neſs, and arcdiſtratted by Maltiplicity of Ob- 
zen ris jets, They ſteer their livesat IE The 
2 wr Images, and repreſentations of a corrupted 
ihe * fancy, are the beſt Reaſon and Councel of their 
* 7% Reſolutions ; which are purſued and exccuted 
mer & by # torrent of Hot wngoverned Spirits : Zhey 
Termite, g prope tn the dark and ſtagger like a drunken man, 
mw Phe. aS 1t 18 in the 12.0f Job. v.25. And the fleps of 
rant his flrength ſhall be ftraitned, his own Counſel 
Thall caft him down. Job.187. Pro.4. 18:16. 1.56, 
Burt he that hath! Choſen the Law of God | for 
che rule of his hfe isinſtructed-in all themoral 
Inſtruments of Peace. His paſſions are Tempe- 
rate, his Mind Inlarged, his Judgment True, 
his Refolaftions Steady, 'his Counſel Solid, his 
Confidence Unſhaken, tis Courage Invincible, 
his Execution V gorous ; but above all, what- 
ſoever' happens, he 1s ſatisfyed in himſclf that 
he hath endeavourcd to doe the Beſt, - 
3. And as Peace or tranquality of mind proceeds 


from 
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from the Equality of our lives, and from the Moral 
Accompliſhments of the mind, jo Laſtly, from Di- 
vine and ſecret communication of Foy and comfort; 
of Courage and aſſurance, of Unſpeakable Bliſs 
and Glory to the Soul. 

But thus is the certaia cttcc&t of Loving the 
Law of God. For the Law of God is God d; 
and ſpread forth to us ; And the pleaſures of 
Godarc not diſtinF trom himſelf, but the Re- 
flexion upon, and the Erpyment of his own Per- 
fefions, The diſplay and exerciſe of his Wiſe- 
dom, Providence, Power and Goodneſs. For 
nothing withoet himſelf can cntertain a being 
that is infinutely pertect. Whatſocver therefore 
is Good 1s Pleaſamt, and 1n Porte&t Good there 
is Perfe&t Pleafure. The weakeſt diſpoſition 
therefore _ _ O_ ſo much mat 
of Abfolute Delight as it partakes of the Divine 
nature, But > Loves his Law, 1s the lively 
Image of God Himfelf, he delires by Has affe+ 
ons, he is moved by his Wall, he acts by the 
meaſures of Infinite Goodnefs, he preferves the 
Unity of his Soul with ats Root and Principle, 
and fhall therefore be filled with thoſe Divine 
delights, which flow, and are Infeparable from: 
the Lite of God. TO; d 

But the Complement and Perfedion of this ,, ,...., 
inward Peace and Foy,. are the Secret Tefti- tam 15: 
monies of the Favour of God, aud the Irradiati- 
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diations of His Love. Theſe are the greateſt 
Rewards of Vertue upon earth ; the Poſitive 
pleaſures of Religion. And though they donor . 
flow, by Natural Caufality from Obedience * 
cothe Law; Yet an humble expectation of ſuch 

a Bliſsful Preſence of God in the Soul, is both 
Reaſonable 1n it ſelf, and much encouraged in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

For a man Regenerate and ſanfifjed by the 
Law of God approaches ſo-near to his likneſs, 
Sympathuzes fo cxactly with His being, lives 
His Lite, does His actions, ſerves His purpoſes, | 


and magmhees His glorie, that it is not Immo- 

deſt to expect the rays of the Divine light ſhould 

Shine into hum, that God ſhould Excourage his 

vertue with Senſible expreſſions of His Love. 

Joh. 14. 27. That, according to his promiſes, He ſhould ma- 

Eph.5.20.31 Ntfeſt Himfelf unto Him, And cauſe Him td drink 
$l,3%7: of therivers of His pleaſure. And whenſoever 
God doth thus unfold Himſelf and His Love to 

the Soul, it muſt needs be touched with Inex- 

preſſible Erflacy and Foy. 

'And thus I have finiſhed the Third head of 

diſcourſe propoſed, and have endeayourcd to 

roye that the Love of -the Law of God will 

avs diſpoſe us for, and Effectually operate to 

the Production of peace after: all rhe ſeveral 

ways by which it 1s poſſible the effect ſhould be 

produced, and according to. all our ſeveral 

Capacities of receiving 1t. IV. And 


(33) 


- TV. Andſo I proceed, as I propoſed, in the gth. 
Plate, To confider the full and perfef agreement of 
this Peace, thus flowing from the Lowe of the Law of 
God to the Charatter of my Text, Great Peace, &Cc. 


And foraſmuch as nothing Greater can be 
ſaid of a Principle of Peace, than what I have 
endeayourcd to prove truce of the Love of the 
Law of God, namely, that it Operates after all 
the ways by whuchitis poſſible the eff ſhould 
be produced, and to the Higheſt Degrees the 
ſubject is Capable of receiving it ; It would 
therefore now be ſuperfluousto collect and in- 
large any-urther upon the moſt Excellent qua- 
litics of Peace, and to ſhew their agreement with 
the Peace of my Text. I have anticipated my 
pains1n thus particular, by a full deſcription 
of its nature. 

It is therefore unneceſſary, to remark, the U- 
niverſelity of its Influence ; that eyery faculty 
will be Exerciſed with its proper a&tions and en- 
tertained with its Greateſt pleaſures. . That the 


whole Soul is vigorouſly informed, rightly Ha- g,, 2. va. 


bituated, -and fafled up to thevery brim. Habi- # 
tum implevit, finibus ſe ſuis cinxit, & nihil extra 
totum eſt, he hath all and there is nothing beyond it. 
Itis needleſsro-Commend the Steadyneſs, the 
Conſtancy and Duration of it ; Becauſe that evi 
F dently 


(34) 
dently follows from the Nature of the thing, 
For love is the deepeſt root and therefore beſt {c- 
cured againſt External violence. It 1s a Principle 
incorporated into our very frame and nature; the 
effects are therefore nece/a'y,and its Vertue in- 
finite and Inexhauſtible, For Peace of mind, 
and the habit of Love to the Law of God, 
are in order of timethe ſame ; and hardly eyer 


to be Separated. 


I ſhall therefore chuſe to improve the little 
time that is left, in diſcovering the Weakneſs, 
and Imperfection of all other Principles and 
Kinds of Peace whatever, which will render the 
Peace of my Text exceeding Great and Glorrous, 
not onely in it ſelf but becauſe there is none 
Beſides it. 


And there are three Diſpoſitions or habits of 
mind, which comprehend the reſt, and in 
eſpecial manner, Pretend to give us Peace. 

The Firſt is that which is falſly called Liberty 
of mind, the baniſhment of Religion, and the 
fear of Inviſible Powers. Thinking, Speaking and 
Doing what we lift. 

The Second is an obſequious ſuperſtition, or the 
Compenſation of a licentious life by External 
rites and ſervices. 

The Third is an Unconſidering, Unreflefing 
ftate ; a life of Mirth and'Follity. 


Ic 


-aatians. I have x 
have diſcovered the Imperfection of their own 


k - 


(35) 

Itis deplorable to obſerve how almoſt eye; # 
man takes ſanctuary in one of theſe. And ya 
how ſedly we ſhall find them ſhrink from the 
teft > How muſcrable will they leave us in the 
daysof Tryal, when we ſtand in the preateſt 
necd of ſupport and Comfort ? 

And Firſt, of the Peace which pretends to ariſe 
from the Liberty of our mind, from the baniſbment 
of Religion, and the fear of inviſible powers, from 
thinking, ſpeaking and doing what we lift. 

\ Religion 1s accuſed of Depreſſng the min 

of men, of reſtraizing our Liberty, that we 
dare not Court what we Love,nor Purſue what 

we Deſire, that we looſe the Jn of our 

preſent being, by the fear and care of our fu- 
ture ſtate... But he that is free from all apprehen- 
ons of Religion, is Maſter of himſelf, fatisfy- 
cd in his own praccedings, all his Actions 
make the ſame] fans upon/his mind, he 
hath no Control, bur his Will is both his Law, 
and his Delight. | 
- Bucthdſe are all Chymara's and vain Imagr 
= 4 of many Achictts that 


Hypotheſis, in occaſional expreſſions of Fear ; 
-but I never xcad of any that in al points was 

exrue:to his own Pretenſions. | 
For it is Impoſſible for a man of any wit t0 
-be'throughly Satisfyed, not onely becauſe the 
F 2 Argu- 


_ 


| |. . - .- 
Arguments for God and Immortality are-too 
ſtrong to be anſwered, but becauſe the negative 
part of the queſtion, wiz. that there 1s.no God, 
1s Impoſſible to be Proved. And how ſhould 
we be Eaſy, till weare abſolutely ſecured, which 
we cannot be, againſt Eternal Miſery? -- 
But ſuppoſe we were throughly Satisfyed and 
utterly void of Fear ; Yet an Atheiſt is the mot 
miſerable man upon carth. What comfort can 
there be to liye inthe midſt of Fortuitous Moti- 
o7is ? If Inconſcious atoms, united themſelves 
into the Frame of the World, there is nothing 
hinders the parts that are ſtill in motion, but 
by a Caſual Violence and Agreement they may 
Separate the parts United, and put them- to 
Shift about, all they Joyn together again in 
new appearances. Sothat, under theſe Appre- 
henſions, there can be no ſecurity of enjoying 
any thing. And any the moſt ExcellenrBeing, 
though otherwiſe neyer ſo perfect, were yer 
muſcrable without Immortality : But beſides this, 
the Atheiſt looks upon God-and Religion in a 
Falſe Light, torthe Duties commanded are our 
proper Liberty, the very beſtand freeſt a4ions of 
our ature, which flow eaſily, ſecunds flumine, as 
we haveheard. And God, ora Perfect Being, is 
not all Will, butinfinite Goodneſs, as well. as 

Power. | 
The 
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\The Exiſtence therefore of ſucha Being is the: 
moſt Dejirable thing that can- be.: Tr is'the pre- 
fence of all Perfeftion ; It 1s a Security-that all: 
things happen Wal, that theworld is governed)\ 
by finite Underſtanding,” and faſtned upon: 
ſure things: - Here 1s Strength- to Gonfide 1n, 
Goodneſs and Power:to hope in,. and Immor- 
cality to-expect hercafter. 

But becauſe the Burthens of this preſent life 
arc greater to every man than the £leaſures of. 
it; therefore no condition can be fo. miſerable 
as his, who hath nothing -uz his - view bur, 
Eternal. Night. 

The Second pretended Principle of Peace is an 
obſequious ſuperſtition, or the Compenſation of a. Li- 
centious life,..by external Rites and. Services; Tt 
was not therefore by Chance that the Pfalmuſt 
entitles thoſe to Peace who Love the Law ; but 
on,purpoſe to anticipate the expectation of the 
Hypoerate. +11, wt rnd 

- For the Peace of Superſtition is, not free and 
Genuine,buta force upon our Underſtandings. 
We will Miſtake Religion,. and reſolve. of. our 
ſelves that we are Happy without an Impartial 
wiew, Or a ſerious Judgment. of. our State.. 

But no men are more Miſcrable than theſe, 
becauſe they are afraid of themſelves,. and dare 
not Search into-the /trength of. their own ſup- 
ports. But tunes of Tryall and Adycrſity diſco- 

ver 
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yer their rottenneſs wheeher we will or no. They 
then ſhall find their Hope cut off, and that their 
truſt is in a Spiders web, they ſhall lean upon their 
hoxſe, - but it will not Stand. Job. 8. 14. 15, and 
hn the days of Calamity the ſinners "in Sion are a- 
fraid, fearfulneſs hath furprized the hypocrite. 


Ie. 38.14 Fer, 2. 37. And every oneAays our Saviour, that 


heareth theſe ſayings of mine and doth them not, 
ſhall be likned to a fooliſh man that built his houſe 
pon the ſand. Mat. 7. 26. 

There is no man 1ndeed, can ſeriouſly expe 
the Favour of God upon the ſervices of an 
Hiſtrionical Verbal Piety ; or without conformi- 
ty of our Afeflions to his Law. Our conſciences 
fell us chat 1t is no better thanBlaſphemy to praiſe 
His Wikedomat we arc not 'Governed by xt, or 
his Goodneſs if we do not Imitate it. It 1s Pro- 
fancneſs and Aﬀeront tolook obſequiouſly with 
cycs-and hands lift np toGod 1n oardeyotions, 
whom we Scorn and Revile in our Lives and 
Actions. Tnaword, no man Hearti/y believes 
that God will love impwrity, orbe reconciled to 
any thing that 15contrary to His own efertial 
Holynefs. "P44 

The: Laft pretended Principle of Peace; is-an 
Rs wnreflefling flute, comtinuall Myrth 
and Fottity. F749 

Bur is this the peace of a/man, which 15-buc 
the'ptkcaſure ofa brure ? Shallwe beComtentto 


relolye 
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refolve our Peace into that which deflroys our 
cing ? Is Stupefation a Cure of. Diſeaſes, a 
t 


B 

Healthful plcaſane ftate } Burt thus it 15, the wa 5. 1: 
Harp, the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe are in their 
Dwellings, and they regard not the Lord, nor the 
Operation of his hands. The Souls of theſe men 

are Congealed and benumm'd by ſenſuality ; they 

are not at Eaſe but Stupid. The Principles of 
rorment are many, but the Senſe and appre- 
henfion are for a time diverted by a Cheertul 
Madneſs. | 

But if any of usare under ſuch a Lethargy, 
letus not Glory in our Peace, but endeavour 
to recover our ſenſe betimes, or -elſe the da 
approaches when our Conſciences ſhall be ſo 
Awahkened, that nothing in heaven or earth ſhall- 
ever Still them. The longer #« hath been 
Smothered the more dreadful the flame will be 
when it doth break out. And thus we may 
Drſcern the Lameneſs and Imperfetion of all: 
other Habits and Principles that pretend to. 
give us Peace. Which Magnifies-the Principle: 
and the Peace of my Text, - becauſe the one 1s. 
the only Spring from whence it Flows, and the - 
other, the only Peace that is ſolid and _—_ 

Bur if it be ſaid that Experience contutes the: oy,, , 
Argument of the. Text ; and Diſcovers: the 
Weaknef ofthis, as well as of rho other Prin- 
ciples; Inaſmuch as the moſt Pious men arc of- 
| ren ; 


i 
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ten depreſſed with the Mirsfortunes of the World; 
that the Vertuous as well as others, are af- 
fefted with miſery and trouble. | 
The Anfwer will be ſhort and caſie, namely, 
that a Principle of Love to the Law, though ic 
is full of Energy and Power, yet there mult be 
a/Concurrence of proper Qualifications in the 
Subject, before it 1s poſſible the Effect ſhould 
be Produced. We ſay of a medicine that it will 
Cure a Diſeaſe, but we ſuppoſe a due Applicati- 
on and a proper Diſpoſation in the Patient. 
Whoſocvcr Loves the Law of God, though 
his Temper be altcred, yet he is ſtill but a Man. 
This new Principle doth not a&t him by 40- 
lence and Neceſſity, but in a way that 1s ſutable 
toa Free Agent. He ſtil} remains Obnoxious 
to Frowardneſs and Inadvertency, to Miſtakes 
and.Infirmities, to Temptations, Scruples, De- 
jection; Melancholy, and many other Habts, 
which hinder the free Emanation and cthicacies 
of the Principle. 
- -But,-notwithitanding all this, if the Subje&t 
be Judiczious, and-+Inquifitive, Watchful and 
Induitrious, 1na word, if he make it his buſt- 
neſs, he will quickly diſcern his advantages, and 
bc able todraw.ourt the Yertzes of the root, and 


18/time; his. mind will be at Perfed eaſe and re- 


maitt :Impregnab/e againlt all the A/aalts of 
Ertl. Li hit chad | py 4 ; 
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 Asfor that part of the Peace of a gaod man which 
1s Communicated to the Soul immediately by God 
himſelf, we are indeed more Paffree in that than in 
the other ; Yet even this requires a Sutable Diſpoſiti- 
on 1n the Patient beſides the ſincerity of his Love. 
For as our temper may be, it may exalt us above 
what 15 meet, Cheriſh Canceit, Nouriſh Vanity, and 
Divert our munds from the duties of our place, to 
a continual expectation of Extatick Joy. Ir 1s chere- 
fore governed by the Infinite Wiſedom of God, 
and diſpenſed according as our Temper will bear ic, 

our needs require it. Tunes of great temptation, 
doubtful conflicts, prevailing fears, dejection and 
deſpondence, are proper ſeaſons for an Encouraging 

Mazifeftation of the Glory and Love of God. 

And it 15nodiſparagement to the Doctrine of my 
Text, that Infinite Wiſedom ſhould diſpenſe that 
part of our Peace which is properly a Reward as our 

emper will bear it, and our Needs require it. 

And thus the Principle may contam a Full and 
Unintcrruptcd Peace within it ſelf, though its Ver- 
rac, through accidental Im s, thould nac 
always and alike refreſh the Subxcct. 

Yctneverthelefs whoſocver truly Loves the Law 
of God is Habitzally pleaſed and cafie. Every good 
man hath a diſpoſitron to Perfettion, an Interclt in 
the Lowe of God, and the joys of Heaven. Suppoſe him 
then a perſon of the weakeſt underitanding, yet he 
hnds the pleaſure of an : cg life, ard] knows how 

to 
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to refign himſelf to Almighty Goodneſs. He has a well 


grounded hope that God is pleaſed with him, that his 


Enemies are Conquered, that he hath a title to great 
Treaſures, which will give himſuch a peace and ſatis- 
fation, that he ſhall never Repent his Choiſe. 

In a word, our Joy and Pcaceare commontIy pro- 
portioned to the Strength of our Love, the Abilities 
of qur mind, the Temper of our Soul,: and the Wiſe- 
dom of God, and he that deſires more 1s a ſtranger 
to the Wiſe economy of the World, the Nature. of 
man, and the General Reaſon of things. 


Applic. And now I could wiſh with the Phyloſo- 
pher, nEsNSpey 3” av wavte TES Ye gy hy tmravlon Th act- 
Th &70 ual faWry vai TH T6 axtols and durhy. 
That it were as caficto per{ſwade to the Praftice of 
Vertue as 1t 1s to Commend tt. . 


The proportion 1s as true as our Faculties, and 
the Motive 1s the Strongeſt that can be offered to” the 
minds of men. It takesaway the great Objection 
againſt Religion, thar it Reſtrains our liberty, and 
contradicts our inclinations ; that it 1s a Force and 
Violence to our nature and diſpofition. & 0 

It is true indeed, ſo Tong as we are under the 
Power of vicious Habits we can ſee no Lovelineſs in 
the Law of God, nothing but Labour and ſelt-denyal. 
Such a Through Change m body, ſoul and ſpirit,” as 
the Law requires, cannot be accompliſhed without 
a ax. 9c Reſolution, and 'Unwearied, Diligence. 
But itwe are m Earne/t, our reluctance ahd averfati- 

| on 
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on will wear away. Ir is the property of: Rebgj-! -/7 « 
on that it makes: 4 New Fo an and; gives :us: "IH 
| another Spirit, another Taſte and Relfh of things. 
{| Nothing therefore but WretchediCowardifſe or 
ſtupid Incredulity, can hinder the cftedts of this: diſ- | 
courſe. What cutting and. lancing 'are») we | content loc:ide 
to endure for the preſeruation of \the''body ? What **® 
dangers ſo great that we donat Court for the advancement 
of our name and fortune ? The hopes of glorgandre- 
ward, make'the Difficulties of an.caretphze, romen 
that are Brave, the moſt cheerful Circulnttance. :- : 
They that would be. great, muſt .not content 
themſelves with Common Actions, ;but hey: muſtat- 
chieye ſuch things as/ſhall demonſtrate cheit Wate- 
dom, Reſolution and Condudt: 5 5! gt / 
It is true, 1tis impoſſible for. a-yicious man to 
Comprehend, the inpard:ſenſe.ot rhis\h{courſeinevery 
a 
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int. An Orator co dingtheSweaneſs of 

ofe, may affe&t our Faxcy, bur he can never 
touch our Nerves with the Very Fragrancy it ſelf. 
Without Vertue the Pleaſures of Vertue are wy n«yeys B zade- 
| impoſſible to be Diſcerned. There is_no_{; 9% w + 
| Proportion between the Object and the #iv «cer. 
Faculty. Bur m this as in other Caſes, we ought to. 
be moved by the Probability of the Thing, and the 
' Reports of Credible and Eeeperienced perſons, who. 
with one conſent, afſufe us, that, whoſoever enters 
into the School of wiſedom, #x 4mwuor newt; 83 dxecdi, 
he ſhall be ſure to return , with the Advantages of 

Peace + 
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pie. Peace)! aha nels, ; $i 95,49 mee nry. YO do 
* ot brljieve:x 7ry, as Arriauic ſpcakes. .:.: AD 

Inz wotd;to ftudy the Law 'of God till we like 
and Joyc 11, \1$: tO Proced n the beft Reaſor,- to 
Follow: the :ſtcps. of tſeft men,” to purſuc a 
[21-01 Reah good:z: to Adviic Sh infenite Wiſedom and to 
 Swengthen our {elves with the beſt ſa 
Theſe are-the 1 ES that are never Amazed, Sur- 
prixed.or. V anquuſht, that can bear \up- boldly to a 
Storm; and: Sail ſerarely before he Wind. "Theſe 
—_—_ only. mn; thar. are fir to. live amongſt 
Comtingenries, that can make the befi-of all Events, 
and bc happy. in all .condinons ;/till- at laſt out 
Sduld hall recarn to: God: thar /gave? them: our 
Victorics ſhall be Crowned: wh Glory; our Faith 
(hall be perfected m Viſion, our Hope':in Enjoy- 
men,..and eos ache 
ng Jos 0: 
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